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As one of the top all girls’ independent schools in the country, St. Francis’

is suitable for girls with a genuine interest in education in the broadest 

sense and with interests that stretch beyond the confines of the academic 

curriculum.  St. Francis’ has strong traditions in art, dance, drama, music and 

sport and we offer many enrichment activities, all of which are important in 

developing a well-balanced and confident individual.

If you have any questions about entry into St. Francis’  

please do not hesitate to contact our Admissions Office on  

admissions@st-francis.herts.sch.uk or phone +44 (0) 1462 670511.

Mrs Bronwen Goulding
BA, MA (Ed. Mgmt), BA, NPQH

I am the Deputy Head at St. Francis’ College and my main areas 
of responsibility are Safeguarding and Child Protection, Pastoral 
Care, Staff and Pupil Wellbeing as well as being a teacher of Art. 

I am passionate about the Pastoral side of education, and firmly 
believe that if we get the care right, and a child is happy, then 
the rest will follow. 

St. Francis’ College is more than a school, it is a family, a 
community, in which we all support and help each other to be 
the best we can possibly be in all areas of our personal and 
academic development no matter what age.  I am very proud  
of the Pastoral provision we provide and can confidently say 
that your daughter will be in incredibly safe hands during her 
time here.
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Applying to study at 
St. Francis’ College

Deciding on the right school 
for your daughter is very 
important, and we are here to 
guide you through the process. 
St. Francis’ College is an 

academically selective school. Our selection 
process is designed to identify pupils who are 
able to benefit from our balanced and 
well-rounded education and to make a positive 
contribution towards the life of the College. 
The aim of the process is to identify potential.

Mrs Rebecca Hayes 
Deputy Head, Pastoral
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It is a real privilege to be the Head of the Prep Department at 
St. Francis’ College.  This is of course where the youngest girls 
join the College and we are lucky to witness the many changes 
that take place as the girls start out on the first few years of 
their learning journeys. 

The difference between what a Kindergarten girl can do to 
what a Prep VI girl can do is quite amazing and we firmly 
believe that our Prep girls are extremely well prepared for  
life in Senior School.  The overall ethos and atmosphere in  
the Prep is one in which the girls really thrive and enjoy  
their learning. 

There is a genuine thirst for learning.  The dedicated team of 
staff, the parents and the girls all work extremely well, as one 
community, and, as a result, each girl is able to reach their full 
potential.  There is a wonderful caring and nurturing culture, 
which supports our girls and gives them the opportunity to try 
new things without the fear of failure.  The Prep Department is 
indeed a special place for girls to learn and develop.

Mr Colin Mannall
Head of Prep
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St. Francis’ College fuels ambition in everyone, reminding every 
girl that they are never aiming too high or dreaming too big. 
St. Francis’ College offers exceptional teaching of the 
curriculum.  The expansive further subject enrichment 
opportunities on offer include a range of awards and challenges 
across all departments including STEM, CREST, Industrial 

Miss Emily Rumley 
Head Girl

In May every year, I look on with great pride as Sixth Form 
students at St. Francis’ College formally mark the end of their 
time with us before moving on in the world.  This pride is 
centred on seeing a globally diverse group of young women 
who have been nurtured in the College community over a 
period of between 2 and 14 years reach the pinnacle of their 
school careers. 

They set the standard for younger girls to follow.  They take 
advantage of the enormous range of exciting and varied 
opportunities that are available, and this curricular and 
co-curricular life of the College allows them to become the 
intellectual, independent, and confident young women who 
every year proceed to the very best universities.  As Head of 
Sixth Form, it is my privilege to work with and support these 
leaders of the College pupil body.

Mr Daniel Carr 
Head of Sixth Form 

The College motto, ‘One heart, one soul’, provides the 
framework for all that we do and that includes creating an 
environment where you can build happy memories inside and 
outside of the classroom that will last a lifetime.  It is a place to 
push yourself, but also to be part of a wider community that is 
curious, engaged, fun and supportive.  We celebrate our 
heritage and have an eye firmly on the future and the part all 
our students and staff will play in it. 

We are a College of scholars, sportspeople, volunteers, 
entrepreneurs, musicians, scientists, artists and performers.   
Our strength lies in our diversity and the care provided, 
allowing for excellent results, firm friendships and the perfect 
conditions to enable everyone to flourish.

Dr Nicholas 
Dennis 
Director of Studies 

Cadets, Biology Olympiad, UKMT, Chemistry Cambridge 
Challenge.  The language department allows students to take 
part in the MFL spelling & translation Bee, and the History 
department gives girls the opportunity to take part in the 
public speaking competition known as the Great Debate with 
the final being held at Windsor castle.  These opportunities are 
just a few of the extensive list to allow us to develop our 
knowledge beyond the curriculum. 

Extra-curricular activities that St. Francis’ College offers include 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in the Lake District or 
Snowdonia, to debating publicly at the Modern United Nations 
where students are given the opportunity to learn about 
diplomacy and international relations.  There are a plethora of 
opportunities which enable girls to develop teamwork, 
leadership and self-confidence, ensuring they are as best 
prepared for the future as possible. 

Self-development opportunities that the trips of St. Francis’ 
College offer have recently included expeditions to Costa Rica, 
Borneo and Ecuador.  Last year I visited Costa Rica for over 
three weeks and for both myself and my classmates, this was a 
transformative trip.  The project work of these expeditions, 
which includes conservation work and/or helping rural 
communities, is exceptionally rewarding and we all returned 
with a new outlook on life and greater awareness of the wider 
world.  The trip to the Kanyike Project in Uganda, a community 
project which we fundraise to support throughout the year, 
also provides an insight into the hardships faced around the 
world.  The sixth formers who are lucky enough to go have the 
opportunity to work in the community at the school and HIV 
clinic.  It is these trips that allow us to develop into mature 
individuals, ready to face whatever challenges life may present 
us with in the future.
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We create a happy, family atmosphere which our Boarders enjoy 
to the full.  Our highly qualified Boarding Staff ensure that 
Boarders are safe and well cared for, and make sure there is 
plenty to do in the evenings and at weekends. 

Boarding trips include ice skating, bowling and visits to London for 
the museums, theatre and concerts.  College on-site activities 
include swimming, tennis, cooking and gardening.  Day pupils are 
always welcome to join in with boarding activities and trips.

Our Academic Tutors have an important role to play in Boarding 
life, supporting our girls in their studies and liaising with Teaching 
Staff to provide individual support. 

We are very proud of our Boarding family and all our girls are 
valued as part of the community.

I started here at St. Francis’ College only last September.   
With all the love and support that this community has brought 
me, I got used to the life of studying abroad quickly and am 
able to take on my role as the Head Boarder, passing on this 
love and support to those around me.

Our days at school begin with a hearty breakfast in the dining 
room.  Studying overseas, it is common for us boarders to miss 
the food from home, and the chefs do understand that!  The 
meals are perfect combinations of the West and the East, and 
our Boarders Food Committee also suggest new ideas.  Study 
is always rewarding, with help from the teachers, College staff 
and our peers.  Sometimes we are joined by speakers from the 
local community.  Letchworth is an amazing place to live and 
study, not only because of its tranquil environment but more 
importantly because of the lovely people here.

Mrs Jane 
Bedborough 
Head of Boarding

Miss Jin Cheng  
Head Boarder

After school, the boarding staff prepare different activities for 
us, and girls receive help with their schoolwork if needed.  The 
boarders also form close relationships with each other and will 
be of great support for the new girls. 

We enjoy movies, cookery, sports, and spending time in the 
local cinema and museums.  We also enjoy group trips, as 
London and Cambridge are not far away.  The Harry Potter 
Studio is among the most popular destinations, and the wide 
range of choices from ice-skating to musicals satisfies everyone.

As Head Boarder, I hope to listen and get to know each of the 
girls and offer a helping hand where needed.
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During our Saturday Open Day, there will be an opportunity 
to meet the Headmistress and the Head of Prep, as well as 
other key members of staff.  There will be an address given by 
the Headmistress at 11am.

An important advantage of visiting the College on an Open 
Day is that all the facilities, including the Boarding House, can 
be viewed at your leisure, with teachers, current parents and 
pupils available to respond informally to your questions.

Our Friday Open Day events will provide you with an 
opportunity to view the school on a normal working day.  
There will not be a formal speech, however the Headmistress 
and senior staff will be available to meet with you informally 
after the tour of the school.

The Sixth Form Information Evening provides a relaxed 
opportunity to meet the Head of Sixth Form and you will find 
out more about the benefits of a Sixth Form education at St. 
Francis’ College.  You will also be able to discuss subject options 
available to your daughter.  The evening starts with an 
introduction by the Head of Sixth Form and talks are given by 
Sixth Formers who have recently left the College.

We positively encourage the experience of an individual visit 
to the College and our Registrar will be pleased to arrange an 
appointment for this purpose.  Usually an individual visit will 
include a meeting with the Head of the Prep, if applicable, and 
the Headmistress, followed by a tour of the College conducted 
by current pupils.  The tour will also include the Boarding 
House if requested.

If you live some distance from Letchworth Garden City, a visit 
may not be convenient; please be reassured that it will still be 
possible to register your daughter for entry to the College.  We 
are always happy to hold Skype calls with interested families.

Ideally visits are arranged during term time, but we can 
accommodate tours during the school holidays.

Entry Points
Entry into the Prep Department can be at any age from 3 
years of age for Kindergarten or 4 years of age for Reception. 
Entry points for scholarships are Prep III (Year 3) and Prep V 
(Year 5) however, if there are spaces girls can sit assessments 
for any year group as a point of entry.

For the Senior School usual points of entry are at 11+ for  
Year 7, 13+ for Year 9 and 16+ for Year 12. 

Occasionally, we may also have places at other ages.  Please 
contact Admissions for details.

If a year group is full, we will operate a waiting list system.

Come and visit us
We encourage all families interested in joining St. Francis’ to 
come and visit us.

This can be via an Open Day, individual visit or both.

Our Open Day dates are:

Saturday 3rd October 2020* – 10am until 12.30pm
Friday 9th October 2020* – 9am until 12.30pm
Saturday 24th April 2021* – 10am until 12.30pm
Friday 30th April 2021* – 9am until 12.30pm

There is a Sixth Form Information Evening on Thursday 
8th October 2020* at 7pm – 8.30pm.

(*subject to change due to UK Government restrictions, please 
contact us to confirm the dates)
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Application process
To be considered for admission, prospective pupils must first 
apply and pay a non-refundable application fee of £100.  Places 
in the Kindergarten are allocated on a first come, first served 
basis.  From Reception upwards, all applicants undergo a form 
of assessment appropriate to their age group and the College 
requests an academic reference from their current school.

For entry into September 2021 the application deadline is 

7th December 2020.

A copy of the application form is enclosed or can be 
downloaded from the website. 

All girls who wish to be considered for a place at the College 
are offered the opportunity to have a Taster Day. 

Please contact the Registrar on  
admissions@st-francis.herts.sch.uk to confirm the dates.

Entrance assessments for Senior School entry into September 
2021 will be held on Friday 22nd January 2021.

Offer letters will be sent to successful applications by Friday 

12th February 2021.

Please note that in some year groups there will be more 
candidates sitting entrance exams than spaces available and a 
waiting list will be put in place.  Should your daughter be placed 
on the waiting list you will be informed in your offer letter.

Deferred entry will be offered to successful candidates in Year 6 
who wish to remain at their current school until joining the 
College in Year 9.  The offer will be dependent on the pupil 
making good academic progress in Years 7 and 8 and the 
College receiving a satisfactory academic reference from their 
current school prior to joining.

Art portfolios must be submitted on 22nd January 2021.

Interviews and Art Scholarship auditions will be held on 
Saturday 23rd January 2021.

Drama auditions will take place on Friday 22nd January 2021.

Sports Scholarship trials will be on Wednesday  
27th January 2021.

Places for the Senior School and the Prep Department must 

be accepted by Monday 1st March 2021.

Joining packs will be sent to all new starters in June 2021 and 

the Induction Day is held in early July.

St. Francis’ College will continue to accept applications and 
make offers after these dates as long as places are available.

Assessment for entry into Prep
Assessments are carried out as part of a Taster Day and the 
girls will also spend part of the day with their peer group.  
Pupils are assessed in Mathematics and English and asked to 
take a verbal reasoning test (for entry into Prep III to Prep VI).  
The assessments are age appropriate and we are looking for 
potential.  The tests should not contain anything that your 
daughter has not seen at her current educational setting  
and she will not need any preparation for them.  Girls wishing 
to join Prep III or  V (Years 3 or 5) and apply for an academic 
scholarship must sit their entrance test on Tuesday 12th 

January 2021.

Assessment for entry 
into Years 7 and 9
The assessment will take place on Friday 22nd January 2021  
and candidates are required to spend the whole day at   
St. Francis’ College.

The examination consists of papers in English, Mathematics 
and Non Verbal Reasoning.  A sample English and Mathematics 
paper is available to download from the College website.  The 
school will also request an academic reference from the 
pupil’s current school.

In addition, there will be an informal interview with the 
Headmistress or a member of the Senior Leadership team.  
These will take place on Saturday 23rd January 2021 and last 
approximately 20 minutes.  

Candidates who take the official Entrance Examinations on 
Friday 22nd January 2021 are automatically considered for an 
academic scholarship.

Sixth Form
The entry criteria for Sixth Form is six GCSE subjects at 
Grade 6 or higher, with at least a Grade 6 in each of your 
chosen A Level subjects; for some subjects a Grade 7 or 
higher may be required.
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The Curriculum
Kindergarten and Reception
The Early Years Foundation Stage provides a curriculum which is balanced and stimulating within a 
routine framework.  A variety of styles and activities are used to establish a solid foundation in 
communication and language, expressive arts and design, literacy, mathematics, personal and 
physical development, social and emotional development and understanding the world.  Pupils are 
encouraged to explore and think creatively and communicate with their peers as they investigate 
and solve problems.  As they are learning, their skills are continually assessed, monitored and 
extended.  An online Learning Journal is kept for each child which enables the staff to pinpoint 
which areas require additional focus and reinforcement.  Parents have access to this Learning 
Journal and they can upload any additional aspects of their child’s development, which take place 
out of school.  All children attend weekly classes led by specialist teachers in Ballet (optional), 
Drama, French, Music, PE, Spanish and Swimming.

Prep I – VI (Key stages 1 & 2)

The Prep Department offers your daughter a future ready, inspiring and lively curriculum. 
Rigour is evident in our robust allocation of time to the core subjects of English, Mathematics  
and Science.  

Design and Technology, Food and Nutrition, French, Humanities, ICT, Latin, PE, a performing arts 
programme and Philosophy for Children are offered alongside other mainstream subjects. 

All pupils have a weekly swimming lesson. 

There is a vibrant extra-curricular offering of clubs and activities, which take place at lunch times 
and after school.  These encompass areas such as craft, drama, games, music, sport and so forth.  In 
addition, the Prep PE Department ensures that there is a busy fixtures calendar.  The girls are able 
to compete against pupils from other schools in a variety of sports including cricket, football, 
gymnastics, netball, tag, rounders, rugby and swimming.  It is our aim for all KS2 girls to represent at 
least one St. Francis’ Prep Sports team over the course of the year.  We are very much all-inclusive 
when it comes to sport.  We also encourage the girls to show respect and good sportsmanship, in 
whatever situation they find themselves in.

Years 7, 8 and 9 (Key Stage 3)

Years 7–9 provide the introduction to the Senior School.  The girls, aged 11–14 are offered a 
broad, balanced curriculum based on the National Curriculum but with opportunities for further 
study in a number of areas.  Small classes ensure each girl receives individual attention.

Assessment takes place on a regular basis, with homework every evening, four sets of half-term 
grades, annual report and formal examinations set in each subject at the end of the year.  The girls’ 
progress is closely monitored by subject staff and Form Tutors.

By the end of Year 9, GCSE subjects are chosen, after careful consultation between members of 
staff, pupils and parents.

The following subjects are studied in the first three years:

* German is taught in Years 8 and 9

Art French Mathematics

Biology Geography Music

Chemistry German* Personal, Social, Health 

& Economic

Drama History Physics

English ICT Physical Education

Food and Nutrition Latin Religious Studies



FLORENCE OR
AMSTERDAM
BARCELONA

VISIT
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Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4)

Most pupils take 9, 10 or 11 subjects at this level.  The core 
subjects taken by all pupils are:

A English and English Literature

A Mathematics

A Combined Science

A PE (Non-examination)

A Personal, Social, Health & Economic (Non-examination)

In addition to the above, all pupils must choose one Modern 
Foreign Language, one Humanities subject, one creative subject 
and one other from the following list:

We aim to ensure that girls have a balanced programme of 
study without premature specialisation.

Assessment takes place on a regular basis, with homework 
every evening, twice-yearly reports and formal examinations 
set in each subject at the end of the year.  The girls’ progress is 
closely monitored by subject staff and Form Tutors.

The GCSE programme would be tailored to suit the needs of 
our pupils for whom English is an additional language.

Art & Design Food & 

Nutrition

Latin Private 

Studies

Biology French Music Religious 

Studies

Chemistry Geography PE (GCSE)

Computing German Photography

Drama & 

Theatre Arts

History Physics

Sixth Form Years; 12 and 13 (Key Stage 5)
The following subjects are offered at A Level:

Pupils study three A Levels and the exams are taken in the 
Summer of  Year 13.  In addition, students are expected to 
undertake an enrichment programme.  The Extended Project 
Qualification is offered to all Sixth Form pupils and some of 
our most academic pupils may decide to take a fourth subject 
at A or AS Level.

A programme of Personal, Social, Health & Economic education  
runs in parallel with the academic programme.  This, together 
with other opportunities offered outside the timetable, is 
designed to broaden the pupils’ awareness of the world around 
them as well as to prepare them for university and life. 

The Life Skills Programme provides further enrichment, 
including:

A �study skills, interview practice, guidance on university 
choice and admission procedures; careers advice and 
conferences; gap year ideas

A  the opportunity to further develop a student’s ICT  
skills in preparation for University

A  cooking on a budget

A  critical thinking

A  teen yoga

A  finance and budgeting

A mindfulness

In addition, the College offers a non-academic programme 
including:

A  debates on current affairs and political, cultural, social and 
economic awareness through the Sixth Form Society

A  attend an annual Model United Nations conference

A  the opportunity to undertake community service and take 
a lead in College through the House System and the 
School Council

A  the running of the Recycled Fashion Show and the Sixth 
Form Revue 

A  the annual Sixth Form visit includes destinations such as 
Barcelona, Florence or Amsterdam.

A separate brochure about the Sixth Form is available from the 
Admissions Office.

St. Francis’

Art & Design English 

Literature

Mathematics

Biology French Music

Business Further Maths Photography

Chemistry Geography Physical Education

Chinese German Physics

Classics Government &
Politics

Psychology

Computer 
Science

History Religious 

Studies

Economics Latin Theatre Studies
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The More Able Policy
St. Francis’ College is committed to providing an environment 
which encourages all pupils to maximise their potential.   
All pupils have the right to a broad, balanced and relevant 
education which provides progression and takes individual 
differences into account.  The More Able Policy, although 
specifically aimed at the more able, is intended to be inclusive 
in its nature and is aimed at raising achievement throughout  
the College.  The College has always celebrated its long 
tradition of academic, creative and sporting successes and we 
recognise that more able pupils often have different needs.

Personalised Learning Support
The St. Francis’ College Individual Needs Department provides 
an exceptional level of support and care for pupils identified 
with mild specific learning difficulties.  All new pupils joining the 
College are screened for dyslexia. 

For those pupils who require support, a comprehensive 
package is provided: one-to-one or small group support with a 
specialist teacher.  Lessons are tailored exactly to pupils’ 
individual needs and are designed to raise knowledge, skills and 
self-esteem.  Support is available in maths, English, revision, 
study skills and organisational skills. The work we provide 
ensures that pupils are given the skills to access the curriculum 
in an inclusive way. 

Teachers are fully appraised of each pupil’s needs and are 
provided with strategies to use in the classroom to enable each 
pupil to fulfil her potential.  Parents are invited to termly review 
meetings to discuss progress in support lessons.  Each pupil’s 
progress is tracked carefully using targets which are monitored 
every term..

English As An Additional
Language Support
St. Francis’ College has a very strong EAL (English as an 
Additional Language) Department which helps students who 
are non-native speakers access the College curriculum.  All EAL 
lessons are conducted in small classes and the EAL teachers 
work closely with subject teachers and Form Tutors to ensure 
that EAL pupils receive the specific language support they need.

Year 11 pupils can be prepared and entered for the IGCSE in 
English as a Second Language, while our Sixth Formers take  
the IELTS examination for university entrance.

Prep Department
Extracurricular Activities
St. Francis’ Prep Department offers a wide range of extra-
curricular activities, with clubs being run during and after the 
school day.  Here is just a flavour of some of the opportunities 
on offer :

Ballet and Tap Dance, Body Percussion Group, Cheerleading, 

Chess Club, Choir, Comic Club, Craft Club, Cricket, Design 

and Technology, Football, Hockey, Junk Samba Band, Lacrosse, 

LAMDA (London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art), Lego 

Club, Modern Dance, Netball, Orchestra, Photography Club, 

Recorder Club, Rounders, Science Club, Story Reading in 

French, Street Dance, Swimming, Speed Stacking, Street 

Dance, Tag Rugby and Tennis.

Copies of the current activities can be downloaded from the 
website.  Please note that some of the activities incur a charge.

If there is something your daughter is passionate about which 
does not exist – there is, through conversation with the Head 
of Prep, a possibility of exploring other clubs and activities.

Senior School 
Extracurricular Activities
All pupils are actively encouraged to participate in 
extracurricular activities, held at lunchtime and after school.  
The Senior School offers the following clubs/opportunities:

Animal Care, Archaeology, Art Workshop, Athletics, Ballet, 

Chamber Choirs, Chamber Orchestras, College Magazine 

Reporters, Current Affairs, Debating Society, Drama Club, 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme*, Film Club, Fitness, Flute 

Choir, Football, Hockey, ICT, Jazz Group, LAMDA (London 

Academy of Music & Dramatic Art), Librarianship, Maths 

Puzzle Club, Modern Dance, Netball, Orchestra, 3D Printing 

Robotics, Rock Band, Self-defence*, Squash*, Swimming,  

Tap Dance, Tennis, Training Orchestra, Trampolining* and 

Whole College Choir.

* These clubs are available to limited year groups.

Please note that the activities offered vary from term to term 
and some do incur a charge.   

Instrumental Tuition
Instrumental lessons are available to all girls from Kindergarten 
upwards.  We currently have girls studying Cello, Clarinet, 

Drums, Flute, Guitar, Organ, Piano, Saxophone, Singing, 

Trumpet,  Violin and Voice.  Lessons are half-hour one-to-one 
sessions taught by peripatetic music teachers, and take place on 
a rota basis during the school day.  They are charged as an 
optional extra.  Girls are prepared for examinations with the  
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music or Trinity 
College Music Exams.

The College offers a number of opportunities for the girls  
to perform in public, from in-school music assemblies to  
termly concerts.

St. Francis’



Time Prep School

7:45 – 8:40 Before-School Supervision 

8:40 – 9:10 Registration and assembly

9:10 – 9:45 Period 1

9:45 – 10:20 Period 2

10:20 – 10:40 Break

10:40 – 11:15 Period 3

11:15 – 11:50 Period 4

11:50 – 12:25 Lunch

12:25 – 13:00 Lunch

13:00 – 13:35 Period 5

13:35 – 14:10 Period 6

14:10 – 14:45 Period 7

14:45 – 14:50 Break

14:50 – 15:15

       or 15:30

Period 8 until
15:15 (KS1) or 15:30 (KS2)

15:15 – 18:00 After-School Care 
(clubs and/or study)

Time Senior School

7:30 – 8:40 Before-School Supervision  

7:45 – 8:30 Boarders’ breakfast

8:40 – 9:05 Registration and assembly

9:05 – 9:40 Period 1

9:40 – 10:15 Period 2

10:15 – 10:35 Break

10:35 – 11:10 Period 3

11:10 – 11:45 Period 4

11:45 – 12:20 Period 5

12:20 – 12:55 Lunch

12:55 – 13:30 Lunch

13:30 – 14:05 Period 6

14:05 – 14:40 Period 7

14:40 – 14:50 Break

14:50 – 15:25 Period 8

15:25 – 16:00 Period 9

16:30 – 18:00 After-School Prep in library.

Boarders’ Prep. 

17.45 Boarders’ evening meal

School Day
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LAMDA Tuition 
LAMDA (The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) is the oldest drama school in the 
UK.  Founded in 1861, LAMDA has been offering practical examinations in communication and 
performance subjects for over 130 years. 

St. Francis’ College provides the opportunity for pupils from Prep 4 to Year 13 to have practical 
lessons in speech, communication and performance.  The ultimate aim is to provide every 
individual with the opportunity to develop the life skills they need to be a success, wherever 
their future takes them.

Lessons are held once a week for 30 minutes and there are 10 lessons to a term. Lessons are 
generally with two pupils sharing the 30 minutes as they learn from each other’s effort and have 
the opportunity to work as a pair as well as individually.

LAMDA examiners attend St. Francis’ every May for the examination session held within school.

Dance Tuition 
Dance lessons are offered in Cecchetti Classical Ballet, Tap and Modern following the I.S.T.D 
syllabus and taught in our purpose built dance studio.  In all genres, the work progress through 
various levels building on the lessons previously learned, as well as adding new skills.  Enjoyment 
and the love of dance is paramount in all lessons and all individuals are encouraged to achieve 
their full potential and develop their skills to their best possible ability. 

As the students progress up through the grades with the option to take fully accredited 
examinations, the work increases both in physical and mental difficulty, giving the girls new 
challenges and a greater sense of achievement.  The girls are offered the opportunity to take 
part in our biennial Charity show which is a highlight for all of our dance students. 

Senior students have the opportunity to study their chosen dance genres up to vocational level 
and also have the chance to gain valuable UCAS points for their University applications.  All 
examinations are QCF recognised and help to prepare any students considering a career in the 
Performing Arts as well as helping the girls gain the confidence and poise required for any 
interview or chosen career. 

College Policies
The following policies are available on the College website:

A Admissions Policy

A Accessibility Plan

A Safeguarding Policy

A Behaviour and Discipline Policy

Hard copies of these and all other policies are available from the College on request.

A Complaints Procedure

A Equal Opportunity Policy

A GDPR Policy
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Boarding
Boarding is available at the College for girls aged from Prep VI to Year 13.  The structure of boarding allows  
us to create a family atmosphere within which girls are encouraged to socialise.  We aim to maintain a  
sense of community in which boarders and staff work together for the benefit of all; a place where  
everyone is valued.

We want our boarders to be happy, healthy and successful individuals with a mature and responsible attitude 
and with life-skills necessary for their futures.  We aim to create an environment in which girls have a variety 
of opportunities through which they can learn to be responsible for their education and for each other; 
where they can be fostered, supported in their studies and allowed to participate fully in and make a 
significant contribution to the corporate life of the College.  Pupils are encouraged to be courteous and kind.

Our philosophy is that consideration of others is of paramount importance.  We achieve this with dedication 
and compassion, with understanding and sympathy and with a perceptive awareness of the needs of our 
young people.

We also offer two flexible options to suit your family’s lifestyle:

Day Boarding
A Available for girls from Prep VI upwards

A The boarding day runs from 7.30am until 8pm

A Includes breakfast at 7.45am and supper at 5.45pm

A �Girls will have their own area in the Boarding House to relax, store their belongings, prepare  
homework, change 

A Girls in Prep VI to Year 9 have supervised homework from 4.30pm to 5.30pm

A Homework for all girls is monitored by Academic tutors

A Boarding activities and clubs take place after supper

A �You can book this package on an occasional basis, or book 10 day boarding passes which can  
be used during an academic year in advance with a discount

Flexi Boarding
A Available for girls from Prep VI upwards

A �Suitable for families who want to book an overnight stay or 10 overnight boarding passes which  
can be used during an academic year in advance with a discount

A �Ideal for girls who want to board overnight during the week in a friendly environment   
and return home for the weekend

A This option helps girls to develop their increasing independence without losing touch with home life

A Excellent preparation to moving away to university

A Flexi boarding runs from 4pm until 8.30am and includes supper and breakfast

Wraparound Care
Before-School
Pupils from Kindergarten to Prep VI may come into school from 7.45am  

onwards and are supervised by Classroom Assistants until 8.30am.

Senior School girls may arrive at the College from 8.00am and wait in the  

Library until registration.

After-School
The Prep Department offer after-school care until 6pm.  The girls are given a 

healthy snack and a drink.  Girls from Prep III – Prep VI have the option to study 

with a member of staff from 4pm – 5pm.  There is a charge for after-school care.

The Senior School runs Prep from 4.30pm – 6pm.  Girls go to the dining room 

for a snack and a drink and then attend the supervised Prep session in the library.

There is a charge for both of these after-school options.
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A Day in Boarding at          St. Francis’ College
Monday to Friday

St. Francis’

7:15 Wake up bell

7:30 Day Boarders arrive

7:45 Breakfast – All girls attend

8:15 – 8:35 Make bed, tidy room, organise books. Prepare to go to class 

8:35 Depart for registration

9:00 – 10:00 Room checks by House Staff

10:30 – 10:45 Post to be brought up to the Boarding Office (after break)

16:00 – 16:30 End of school – time for a snack

16:30 – 17:30 Supervised Study for Years 7, 8 & 9

Study in rooms for Years 10 – 13

Opportunity to go out to local shops (with the required 

permission)

17:45 Supper – All girls attend

18:30 – 19:30 Study in rooms for Years 10 – 13 (Library will also be available)

Years 7, 8 & 9 and Day Boarders have optional activities 

followed by free time

20:00 Day Boarders depart

20:00 – bedtime Free time

Scholarships and Bursaries
Applicants wishing to be considered for a Prep or Senior scholarship need to have made an 
application by Monday 7th December 2020.

Prep III Academic Scholarship (Entrance at 7+)

There are a limited number of Academic scholarship awards available to pupils entering Prep III, which 
are awarded on the basis of assessment tests taken on Tuesday 12th January 2021.  The value of the 
award is up to 20%.

Prep V Academic Scholarship (Entrance at 9+) 

Academic scholarships are awarded for the best performance in the College assessment test taken on  
Tuesday 12th January 2021.  The value of the award is up to 20%.

Prep Arts Scholarships (Prep III & Prep V)

Art: A selection of work covering one or more of the seven elements of art (colour, line, texture, 
value, shape, form and space), to include a range of materials, i.e. paint, drawing, collage.

Dance: The candidate should hold a Grade 1 examination result with at least 75% or above in classical 
ballet and currently be working at Grade 2/3 level, with Grade 2 to be taken prior to September 
2021.  Additionally, the candidate should be studying at least one other genre at Grade 2 or above. 

For the audition the candidate will be required to prepare a dance of no more than 1 minute in 
length, in any style, and also be ready to interpret a free piece of contrasting music.

Drama: One performance piece which should be learnt off by heart.  This can be either a monologue 
from a play script or a poem.  The girls should think carefully about what the piece is about, how they 
will use their voice, facial expression, position and characterisation.  After performing their chosen 
work the girls will be given a short contrasting piece to perform.  They may also be asked to 
improvise a scene. 

Music: Music standard should be Grade 2/3 on two instruments submitted and the audition piece  
should reflect this.  Candidates will choose one piece per instrument and copies of the piano 
accompaniments should be sent with the application.  After playing their piece there will be a short 
sight reading test and a series of short aural tests.

The Arts Scholarships are worth 10% of fees.  Girls awarded a scholarship for music or dance will also 
receive free tuition in one instrument or one dance discipline taken at school.  These awards are 
applied throughout the pupils’ time in Prep.  The Prep Arts Scholarship takes place on Friday 22nd 
January 2021.
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Sports Scholarships
There are two Sports Scholarship awards to the value of  

10% for 11+, 13+ and 16+ entry.  Applicants for a Sports 

Scholarship must be representing (for 13+ and 16+ 

applicants) or working towards representing at County  

Level in their main sport.  This sport should be one of the  

St. Francis’ main sports of Athletics, Cricket, Football, Hockey, 

Netball, Swimming and Tennis.

The candidate must choose which of the sports listed above 

they wish to perform on the assessment day.  It is expected 

that a minimum of two and maximum of four sports will be 

shown.  Applicants must request and submit references for 

their nominated sports from outside Club/County/Regional/

National coaches.  These should clearly support the 

application and outline notable achievements and potential 

for further progression and development.

The applicant must declare and provide details of any known/

current injuries that may affect their performance and 

participation in the short or long term prior to any interview 

or assessment.  This should be accompanied by official 

medical notes if relevant.  On the assessment day candidates 

must prepare to give a presentation outlining and highlighting 

their achievements to date and be prepared to discuss their 

suitability for a Sports Scholarship.

During the assessment, Strength, Conditioning and Fitness 

will be tested to establish current level of performance and 

to highlight any potential areas that may need to be addressed.

The candidate, if awarded a Sports Scholarship, must 

demonstrate their commitment to School Sports from both 

a Performance and Development perspective and be seen as 

a role model to all other pupils.

Sports Scholarship trials for 11+, 13+ and 16+ will take place 

on Wednesday 27th January 2021.  The deadline to apply is 

Monday 7th December 2020.

Senior School Scholarships
Senior Academic Scholarships   
(Entrance at 11+ and 13+)

A number of Academic Scholarships are awarded to the  

best candidates on the basis of performance in the College’s 

Entrance Examination.  The value of the scholarship award  

is up to 20%.

Sixth Form Awards (16+)

A number of awards are available to candidates entering the 

Sixth Form.  These are awarded as a result of a letter of 

application, examination and interview.  The examination 

comprises two papers:

A  there will be an English paper which tests the candidate’s 

comprehension and essay-writing;

A  the second paper looks at the candidate’s skills of 

numeracy, reasoning and logic. 

Neither paper requires students to have completed any set 

preparation work.

As well as academic aptitude, we are looking for pupils to 

demonstrate an ability to contribute significantly to a specific 

area of school life, whether it is in a leadership position as 

part of the School Council, or through music, drama, 

community service or sport.  This is assessed via the letter of 

application and through the individual interview which will be 

held during a school day following the examination for 

internal candidates, and on the afternoon of the examination 

for external candidates.

Pupils who would like to be considered for a Sixth Form 

Award should apply in writing to Mrs Goulding, Headmistress.  

In their letter they should look to show the qualities outlined 

above, for example giving evidence of ways in which they 

have already contributed to wider school life, detailing past 

positions of responsibility or by mentioning their extra-

curricular activities outside of school.

Letters of application should be received no later than 

Thursday, 5th November 2020.
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Arts Scholarships
There are four Arts Scholarships (Art, Dance, Drama, Music) to the 
value of 10% each plus tuition in one discipline taken in College 
available at 11+.  We also offer two scholarships available at 13+ and 
16+ tuition in one discipline taken in College.

Art 11+ & 13+:  Candidates are encouraged to submit between 
10–15 pieces of work.  This should include examples of observational 
pencil drawings and a couple of drawings from life, not a photograph.  
The Art Department is looking for the candidate to demonstrate a 
diverse portfolio and show a desire to work independently.  They 
would like to see an enthusiasm of the subject and for the candidate 
to demonstrate that she has a strong desire to experiment and 
create artworks.

Art 16+:  The candidate’s portfolio of work should show a range of 
drawing abilities, one final outcome and possibly a sketchbook to 
demonstrate her ideas.  The candidate must include one pencil 
drawing from first-hand observation, along with a selection of pieces 
that demonstrate a range of materials and experimentation.  It is 
important that the candidate edits the best pieces to show off her 
skills and include work produced independently as well as during 
tutored sessions.

All candidates should bring their portfolio to St. Francis’ College 

for 9am on Friday 22nd January 2021.  It will be ready for 

collection at the end of the day.

Drama auditions will be held on Friday 22nd January 2021. 

Auditions for Dance and Music will take place on Saturday 23rd 

January 2021.  Dance auditions will be held in the afternoon only.

Dance 11+:  Pupils should hold at least Grade 2 (with at least a 75% 
pass) in Classical Ballet, and be working towards taking the Grade 3 
examination, which should be taken at the latest Summer Term of 
Year 6.  Pupils should be studying at least one other genre at a 
minimum of Grade 3 level.

Dance 13+:  Pupils applying should hold at least Grade 4 Classical 
Ballet and be working towards the Grade 5 examination at the latest 
in the Autumn term of their entry year.  Candidates should be 
studying at least one other genre at a minimum of Grade 4 level.

Dance 16+:  Candidates should hold at least Grade 6 (with a 75% 
pass) in Intermediate Foundation Classical Ballet.  It is not mandatory 
but it is preferred if students are studying two other genres at 
minimum Grade 5 level.

All candidates should prepare two contrasting pieces of under one 
minute per piece.  One can be a set piece from the syllabus or chosen 
by their teacher, the other should be choreographed by themselves 
without assistance.  They should also be prepared to improvise to a 
previously unheard piece of music.  

Drama 11+, 13+ & 16+:  Candidates will need to learn a monologue 
that will be supplied to applicants by 7th December (they can 
choose their own monologue at 16+).  We will be looking for the 
candidate’s ability to create the character, use facial expressions and 
to deliver the piece with varying tone and pitch.  Each candidate will 
be asked to improvise a situation in mime.  If your daughter has 
LAMDA lessons in Speech and Drama please state the grades and 
disciplines achieved on the application form.

Music 11+:  Ideally, musicianship and technical proficiency should be 
shown on two instruments.  One instrument should be Grade 4 
standard or above (Associated Board or the equivalent).  However, 
the College will audition a candidate if she only has one instrument 
at Grade 4 or above.  

Music 13+:  Ideally, musicianship and technical proficiency should be 
shown on two instruments.  One instrument should be Grade 5 
standard or above (Associated Board or the equivalent).  However, 
the College will audition a candidate if she only has one instrument 
at Grade 5 or above.

Music 16+:  Ideally, musicianship and technical proficiency should be 
shown on two instruments.  One instrument should be Grade 7 
standard or above (Associated Board or the equivalent).  However, 
the College will audition a candidate if she only has one instrument 
at Grade 7 or above.

Organ Scholarship:  We have the opportunity for one pupil to 
receive free organ lessons.  They perform regularly at school 
assemblies and services.

All Candidates:  A flair for performance and potential well above 
average must be recognisable on the candidate’s main instrument.   
If a candidate plays two instruments, she will be expected to play/sing 
one piece on each.  If a candidate only has one instrument, she will 
be expected to play two contrasting pieces.  A reasonable standard 
of theoretical knowledge is expected.  A keen interest in music in 
general is sought.  Copies of the piano accompaniment should be 
sent with the application form.

Pupils awarded a scholarship for music or dance will also receive free 
tuition in one instrument or one dance discipline taken at school. 

It is possible to apply for more than one scholarship and a bursary, 

however it is not possible to hold multiple scholarships.  

The deadline to apply for a scholarship is Monday 7th  

December 2020.

International Scholar’s Award
The value of the award is up to 20% of the tuition fees and it is open 
for overseas Year 12 applicants new to the College.  Details are 
available from the Admissions Office.

St. Francis’
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Getting to College
St. Francis’ College is located a 5–10 minute walk from Letchworth Garden City Train Station, 
making it easy and safe for girls to travel to the College by train.  Letchworth is situated on the 
London King’s Cross/St. Pancras to Cambridge line.

The College also runs college buses (either a coach or a mini bus) from a number of surrounding 
towns and villages.  These are open to both Senior School and Prep Department girls.

The service may be booked on a termly basis or for an occasional trip.
The St. Francis de 
Sales Award
This is an award offered to the daughter or 

granddaughter of an Old Girl of the College who is 

entering the school at 11+.

Headmistress’ Special Award: A discretionary 

scholarship for a girl who displays outstanding promise 

or contribution to College life.

Fees Assistance (Bursary)
A Fees Assistance (Bursary) scheme is available for entry 

at 11+, 13+ and 16+.  These are awarded on the basis of 

financial need.  Additional bursaries are also available for 

current students at a critical point in their education 

should financial need dictate.  All bursaries are reviewed 

annually.  Families wishing to apply for Fee Assistance 

must do so by Monday 7th December 2020.  It is 

possible to hold a bursary and a scholarship.

Continuous  
Education Allowance
The College provides additional funding for the 

daughters of Armed Forces personnel who qualify for 

the CEA. Please contact the Bursary for more details..  

Harpenden and

Cambridge routes

College buses are also 
available to / from Harpenden 

and Cambridge.  Details are 
available on request.

Please ask for further 
information about timetables 

and charges for all routes.
These routes are reviewed on 

an annual basis.

St. Francis’
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Year % Pass Rate 9-4 / A* – C
2016 98%
2017 97%
2018 98%
2019 99%
2020 99.9%

 
Subject A* A B C

Overall
Pass A* – E

Art 50 50 – – 100
Photography 100 – – – 100
Biology 40 20 40 – 100
Business Studies – 33 – 67 100
Chemistry 43 14 14 14 100
Chinese 83 17 – – 100
Classics / Latin – 100 – – 100
Computer Science – 33 33 – 100
Economics 9 27 36 18 100
EPQ 33 67 – – 100
English Literature – 75 25 – 100
French – – 100 – 100
Geography – – – – 100
History 20 40 40 – 100
Government & Politics 33 17 50 – 100
Maths 32 36 14 9   100
Further Maths 33 22 33 11 100
Physics 40 20 40 – 100
Psychology – 25 25 – 100
Religious Studies – 40 60 – 100

% A Level Results Upper Sixth (Year 13) – 2020GCSE Year 11 Pupils % Grades 9 - 4 – 2020

Overall pass rate was 100%

61% of all our results were A/A* and 85% were A* – B.  

Year % Pass Rate A – E 
2016 100%
2017 99%
2018 100%
2019 100%
2020 100%

A Level results average over the past five years:GCSE results average over the past five years:

St. Francis’

Subject 9–8 7 6–5 4 Overall
Pass 9–4

Art 64 29 7 – 100
Photography 63 29 8 – 100
Drama & Theatre 60 20 20 – 100
English Language 29 31 38 2 100
English Literature 24 29 47 – 100
English (2nd Language) 33 17 34 16 100
Geography 54 33 9 4 100
History 45 35 17 3 100
Food & Nutrition 50 50 – – 100
ICT 86 – 14 – 100
French 46 26 28 – 100
German 44 45 11 – 100
Chinese 100 – – – 100
Latin 41 30 29 – 100
Maths 49 13 32 5 99
Further Maths 100 – – – 100
Music 25 25 50 – 100
Physical Education 75 – 13 12 100
Religious Studies 100 – – – 100
Biology 78 22 – – 100
Chemistry 78 22 – – 100
Physics 78 22 – – 100
Science Trilogy 39 30 29 2 100

Subjects in italics taken in Year 10.

73% of the GCSE grades are 9-7 and 48% are 9-8.



REGISTRATION 

£100 to accompany the Application Form.  The Application Fee is non-refundable. 

ACCEPTANCE 
Full Boarders / minimum three terms: £4,500
Full Boarders/maximum three terms: £1,000
Day Pupils: £50 0 

All Acceptance Fees are refunded against the amount outstanding on the final invoice, issued after 
the end of the term in which a pupil leaves. 

None of the Acceptance Fee is refundable in the event of a decision not to take up the place.  
In the absence of a term’s notice, Fees in Lieu of Notice will apply.

GENERAL FEES (per term)

  
Senior School 
Day £5,184 
Full Boarding £10,357 
Weekly Boarding £8,570   (4 nights: Mon to Thurs incl.)

18

Fees for the Academic Year 2020/21

OPTIONAL EXTRAS (charged in advance per term)

Full Boarders / Overseas / minimum three terms £4,500

Full Boarders / UK / minimum three terms £2,500

Full Boarders / Overseas / maximum three terms £1,000

Day Pupils £500

EAL tuition £910

Music lessons £230
(per instrument)

Dance lessons £100   
(single discipline)

£75   
(each additional discipline)

After-School Study / Prep After-School Club Details on request

Senior School (including lunch)

Day £6,080

Full Boarding £11,450

Weekly Boarding £9,480
(4 nights: Mon to Thurs incl.)

Preparatory Department & Kindergarten

Morning (no lunch) £1,650

All day (incl. lunch) £2, 970

Reception – Prep II (incl. lunch) £3,575

Prep III-VI Day £4,650

Prep VI Full Boarding £10,020

Prep VI Weekly Boarding £8,050     
(4 nights: Mon to Thurs incl.)

GENERAL FEES (per term)

NOTES

 Occasional Boarding, when available, is charged in arrears at £70 per night for full board.
 Examination Board fees are recharged as extras as per the exams for which pupils are entered.

St. Francis’
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Destinations of Leavers 2015 – 2020
Durham University
Accounting, Anthropology
Modern Foreign Languages
Law, Psychology

University of East Anglia
Business Management, Liberal Arts with Foundation Year, Medicine

University of Lincoln 
Sound + Music Production, Forensic Science

Loughborough University
Art Foundation, 
Communication + Media Studies 
Economics
Information Management for Business
Internal Relations, Sports Science 
Sports Science, Ergonomics

Lancaster University
Economics, Environmental Biology
Human Geography

University of Exeter
Accounting
Zoology, Biological Sciences
English, Geography

University of Plymouth
Biology

University of Kent
Politics and International Relations
Financial Economics
International Legal Studies
History

University of Sussex
History, PPE (Philosophy, Politics and Economics)
Psychology

Nottingham Trent University
Global Studies and 
International Relations
Architecture 
Technology,Psychology

King’s College London
Political Economy
Liberal Arts, Religion 
Politics and Society 
Medicine, Psychology

Central St Martins, UAL
Art and Design Foundation

University of the Arts, London
Art Foundation
Media Communications
Fashion Marketing and Photography

Goldsmiths, University of London
Music

University College London
Statistics, Economics, Finance
Art Foundation, Arts and Sciences
Urban Planning & Design Management
Electronic and Electrical Engineering
Mathematics

Queen Mary’s University, London
History
Materials Science and Engineering
Medical Genetics

Imperial College, London
Chemistry
Civil Engineering
Aeronautical Engineering
Computing (Artificial Intelligence)
Physics

London School of Economics
Actuarial Science, Management

University of Manchester
Management
Classical Studies, Chinese Studies, History 
Mathematics, Sociology

Liverpool University
Architecture

University of Warwick
Mathematics, Statistics, Economics, Finance
Theatre and Performance Studies
Modern Languages, Law with Social Science 
Sociology

Bournemouth 
University
Graphic Design

University of Surrey
Media, Culture and Society
Biomedical Science
Psychology

Robert Gordon University 
Adult Nursing

University of Leeds
Theatre and Performance Studies
English Language and Literature, Law, Psychology

University of York
English

Newcastle University
English Literature
History and Archaeology 
Medicine, Fine Art

University of Nottingham
Theology and Religious Studies, Civil Engineering, Pharmacy

Cardiff University
Architecture

Sheffield University
Architecture

Keele University
Physiotherapy

University of Edinburgh
Architecture

University of Brighton
Applied Psychology and Sociology
International Tourism 
Management
Sport Business Management

Southampton 
Solent University
Fashion Styling and 
Creative Direction

University of 
Southampton 
Computer 
Science
Geography

University of Birmingham
Biomedical Science, Medicine
French and English

University of Cambridge
Medicine
Engineering

University of Essex
Accounting and Finance, History

Reading University
Quantity Surveying

University of Bath
Biomedical Science

Bath Spa University 
International Business Management

University of Bristol
Veterinary Medicine

Royal Veterinary College
Veterinary Medicine

Oxford  
University
French
Medicine
Chemistry

AREA OF STUDY
Business & Management
Creative
Languages & Humanities
Professional
Scientific



The College is located in a very pleasant residential area of 
Letchworth Garden City, within easy reach of London and 
Cambridge.  The railway journey from London King’s Cross / 
St Pancras takes less than 40 minutes, while by road the 
College is just 1.5 miles from the A1(M) Junction 9.  It is 
ideally situated for access to Heathrow Airport and all the 
main London railway stations.

St. Francis’ College was founded in 1933 by the 
Sisters of Charity of Jesus and Mary, a congregation of 
Roman Catholic sisters based in Belgium, whose motto is  
‘Cor unum anima una – one heart, one soul’.  Since 1983, 
when the congregation decided to reduce its educational 
commitment in the United Kingdom, the College has been 
run by an Educational Charity, St. Francis’ College Trust,  
and administered by a Board of Governors.  It is multi- 
denominational, welcoming girls of all faiths and none.

St. Francis’ College
Cor unum, anima una

One heart, one soul

This information booklet describes the broad principles on which St. Francis’ College is presently run.  Although believed to be correct at the time of printing certain statements
may become out of date from time to time.  Parents wishing to place specific reliance on a statement in the information booklet should seek written confirmation of that
statement from the Headmistress, before accepting an offer of a place.  The information booklet is not part of any agreement between the parents and St. Francis’ College.

Designed by www.splashofpaint.com

St. Francis’ College, Broadway, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire SG6 3PJ
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